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From the historical perspective, Israel’s united kingdom lasted more than 110 years (ca. 1043—
931 B.C.), through the reigns of Saul, David, and Solomon. Then the divided kingdom, Israel
(north) and Judah (south), extended from 931 B.C. to 722/21 B.C. Israel fell to Assyria in 722/21
B.C. leaving Judah, the surviving kingdom for 135 years, which fell to Babylon in 605-586 B.C.

In the more immediate setting, several features were strategic. Politically, Assyria’s vaunted
military might crumbled after 626 B.C., and the capital, Nineveh, was destroyed in 612 B.C. by
the Babylonians and Medes (cf. Nahum). The neo-Babylonian empire had flexed its muscles
since Nabopolassar took the throne in 625 B.C., and Egypt, under Pharaoh Necho 11, was
determined to conquer what she could. Babylon smashed Assyria in 612-605 B.C., and
registered a decisive victory against Egypt in 605 B.C. at Carchemish, leaving, according to the
Babylonian Chronicle, no survivors. Also in 605 B.C., Babylon, led by Nebuchadnezzar, began

the conquest of Jerusalem and the deportation of captives, among them Daniel ( ). In
Dec., 598 B.C., he again besieged Jerusalem, and on Mar. 16, 597 B.C. took possession. This
time, he took captive Jehoiachin and a group of 10,000, including Ezekiel ( ). The

final destruction of Jerusalem and the conquest of Judah, including the third deportation, came in
586 B.C.

Religiously, King Josiah (ca. 640-609 B.C.) had instituted reforms in Judah (cf. ).
Tragically, despite his effort, idolatry had so dulled the Judeans that their awakening was only
“skin deep” overall. The Egyptian army killed Josiah as it crossed Palestine in 609 B.C., and the
Jews plunged on in sin toward judgment under Jehoahaz (609 B.C.), Jehoiakim [Eliakim] (609—
598 B.C.), Jehoiachin (598-597 B.C.), and Zedekiah (597-586 B.C.).


https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/dan/1/2/s_851002
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/2ki/24/11-18/s_337011
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/2ch/34/1-33/s_401001

Domestically, Ezekiel and the 10,000 lived in exile in Babylonia ( ),
more as colonists than captives, being permitted to farm tracts of land under
somewhat favorable conditions ( ). Ezekiel even had his own house

(3:24; 20:1).

Prophetically, false prophets deceived the exiles with assurances of a speedy
returntoJudah (-, °; ). From 593-585 B.C., Ezekiel warned that
their beloved Jerusalem would be destroyed and their exile prolonged, so there
was no hope of immediate return. In 585 B.C., an escapee from Jerusalem, who
had evaded the Babylonians, reached Ezekiel with the first news that the city had
fallen in 586 B.C., about 6 months earlier ( ). That dashed the false hopes of
any immediate deliverance for the exiles, so the remainder of Ezekiel’s
prophecies related to Israel’s future restoration to its homeland and the final
blessings of the messianic kingdom.


https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/2ki/24/14/s_337014
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/jer/29/1-32/s_774001
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/eze/3/24/s_805024
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/eze/20/1/s_822001
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/eze/13/3/s_815003
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/eze/13/16/s_815016
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/jer/29/1/s_774001
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/eze/33/21/s_835021
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